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A message from the Minister of Municipal Affairs to share the latest information on the MGA Review.

BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES

MGA Review
Legislative
Amendments

View the
Proposed
Changes

Today, I was proud to introduce an Act to Strengthen Municipal Government to the
Legislature. This bill proposes practical changes that would help municipalities build
stronger and more sustainable communities for everyone, and I’m proud to say that
it was developed from ideas we heard from Albertans.
We heard from you. We’re listening to Albertans and responding to your ideas for
how our government can make practical changes that make your lives better. This
round of changes to the Municipal Government Act (MGA) was identified during the
summer tour last year. We heard some great ideas from you about how our
government can make practical changes to make your lives and communities
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better. We took these ideas to all Albertans through the Continuing the
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Conversation discussion guide. Thanks to everyone who participated in this and the
MGA review. You can check out the What We Heard summary to see how your
feedback is reflected. And if you want to see what some key voices are saying
about the bill, take a look at the news release.
Practical changes for municipal government. The proposed changes in an Act to
Strengthen Municipal Government were developed through careful analysis of the
feedback received from Albertans on the discussion paper, and conversations with
key groups including municipalities, school boards, Indigenous communities,
business and industry.
The legislative amendments tabled today have been categorized into three broad
policy questions:
How are Municipalities Empowered to Govern?
How do Municipalities Work Together and Plan for Growth?
How are Municipalities Funded?
The consultation on MGA regulations is still underway. All MGA related
regulations are being reviewed to support a modernized MGA and to ensure
alignment with the amendments approved by the Legislature. We are committed to
transparent and open engagement on these regulations, which is why we are
posting each of them online for 60 days so we can hear what you think.
The first round of draft regulations were posted on the MGA Review website in
January and were open for public feedback until March 31 2017. The second group
of regulations is scheduled to be posted to the MGA review website later this year,
and we look forward to hearing what you have to say about them.
Next steps. After an Act to Strengthen Municipal Government is passed in the
spring 2017 session, the intention is for all amendments to be proclaimed before the
fall 2017 municipal elections. We are working closely with municipalities and
stakeholders to develop a changemanagement plan to support making the
changes and identifying resources to assist in the implementation of the new
policies as they come into effect over the next few years.
This is the third and final bill coming from the MGA Review process that will be in
place before the election this fall. Once this comprehensive MGA Review process is
complete, we will continue to work collaboratively and transparently to update and
change the MGA as needed to ensure it remains a modern, forwardlooking piece
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of legislation that responds to the changing needs of Alberta’s municipalities.
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Thank you for participating in the MGA Review. I am proud of how extensive,
open, and accessible the consultation on this has been, and how these changes will
make a real difference for how municipalities collaborate on what is important to
families and communities.

Honourable Shaye Anderson
Minister of Municipal Affairs
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